








EXIMY FIRSTJOB
"I was fed on scrag-ends of the worst sheep”

Simon Loftus, chairman of Adnams brewery and hotels, laboured Down Under in his first job

In 1967, aged 21, | lelt Cambridge and set back of beyond in Western Australia. to hitch up a plough. There were other
off lor a year's backpacking. | had all my The roads were unsurfaced and | arrived hazards: ducking lalling trees and running
money stolen in Pakistan, which was covered in chalk dust. The farm was huge: for my life from wild bees’ nests. Night
frightening, and eventually ended up in a "paddock” could be 1,000 acres. ploughing was dreadful: | didn't know what
Perth. | had just enough money for one The farmer was a mean, miserable man I might hit. | sang to keep up my spirits.
night's youth hostel accommodation, so and lived like a pauper. | was led on the The experience gave me a strong sense of
I had to find a job the next day. | lorged scrag-ends of the worst sheep. sell-reliance; the worst bit was eating awful,

some agricultural | worked hard clearing land in a huge, rank sheep. I'd come back from night work
1 experience and got cab-less bulldozer. The farmer hadn't fixed  at Gam and be given my reheated supper.
work on a larm. the brakes and | almost got crushed trying | got known as a hard worker and quickly
. The farmer toid found another job with a good farmer.
metositinthe 0 . When | saved enough money, |
truck. It was a bumpy

open back of his “, travelled to Sydney, then made
' the sea voyage home.
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No.B
“KNOW YOUR
TERRITORY”

Anthony Willoughby, adventurer and
MD of leadership development business,
Territory Mapping, on earning his spear

| headed east in 1973 and lived in lapan
| had previously spent some time with
the Masai tribe in Kenya and learned a
lot from them. In 1982, | decided to go to
the wildest place on earth, o see what |
could learn from the indigenous people
there. | went into the Papua New Guinea
embassy in Tokyo and met Sir Joseph
Nombri (below), the ambassador. He
had complete confidence, total, natural
authority and a great sense of humour
Mombri was the tribal chief of Chimbu, in
the highlands of New Guinea, and was the
first person to leave his village. | headed
ol and spent bme there., | learned that
everybody knows how respect has o be
earmead: how you earn your spear and
accept the resporsibilities that come withit
| returned to Tokyo and met with Sir
Joseph. Within mysedr, | felt | could identify
my own feathers, spear and shield. | asked
hirm what was the most important thing in
his life. *My territorny| he rephed. *It's my
identity. We are taught to protect it from
the age of three” Nombri and his people
have complete clarity about their
physical, emotional and spiritual territory
We are aware of ours, but don't
understand or use it Ultimately, we have
to dehne whene we belong and how we
can contribute. Il
we can'L, we are
lost. Nomibri's words
made me see that
the whole world is
my territory. That
what is imporant
15 where we are
going and how
we Can get thiene,
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